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Hitchin  Rural  District. 


General  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Year  1925,  together  with  a 
Survey  Report  for  the  period  1920 — Dec.  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  which  keeps  to  the 
Scheme  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  Ministry 
want  this  year  an  account  of  all  conditions  which  are  likely 
to  affect  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

\rea  (in  Acres)  •••  •••  55,174 

Population  (Census  1021)  12,829 

Registrar  General ’s  estimate,  1925,  •••  135b0 

No.  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  (PI21)  ...  Bibb 
No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  3123 

4. 1 1 per  house  12,834 

.\u.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (estimate)  Dec.  1925  3688 

at  4.11  per  houses  15,158  (pop.  approx.) 


Rateable  Value  ...  £94,480,  7s.  3d. 

Amount  produced  by  Id.  rate  27320  (Is.  Od.  (approx.) 

The  district,  which  contains  25  parishes,  and  practically 
surrounds  the  Urban  Districts  of  llitchin,  Letchworth,  Bal- 
doek,  and  'Stevenage,  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Rural 
District  of  Ampthill,  Biggleswade  and  Ashwell  ; on  the  East 
by  the  Rural  Districts  of  Buntingford  and  Hertford  ; on  the 
South  by  (he  Rural  District  of  Welwyn;  and  on  the  West  by 
the  Rural  Districts  of  St.  Albans  and  Luton. 
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Physical. 

Iln-  highest  altitude  of  the  District  is  G02  fed  .-it  Tele- 
graph Mill  on  Li  I lev  Hoo  off  the  old  Icknield  Wav,  while 
the  lowest  level,  141ft.  is  near  Old  Ramerick  off  the  Ledford 
lload. 

Of  the  villages  in  the  District,  Off  lev  stands  highest  at 
524  ft.  above  sea-level,  with  lekleford  lowest  at  177  ft.  above 
sea-level. 

As  may  be  gathered  from  these  fads  the  physical  features 
max  he  described  as  irregular.  There  is  much  hjllv  country 
and  considerable  woodlands.  I he  soil  formation  is  of  un- 
dulating ehallv  with  gravel  and  some  clay  top-soil. 


Industrial. 

While  perhaps  the  larger  portion  of  the  area  mav  be 
described  as  agricultural,  mam  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lages find  employment  in  the  (Than  areas  nearby. 

Knebworth,  on  the  main  L.  X.K.K.,  is  developing  as  a 
residential  district,  mam  residents  travelling  to  and  from 
London  daily. 


Social. 

During  the  past  five  years  considerable  improvement  has 
been  made  in  catering  for  the  Social  welfare  of  the  Rural  popu- 
lation. Village  Malls  or  Institutes  have  been  erected  at  Ilex- 
ton,  lekleford,  Radwell,  Weston,  Knebworfh,  Codieote, 
Breacliwood  Breen,  (losmore  and  St.  Ippollitts,  in  which,  as 
also  in  buildings  previously  in  existence  at  other  places  in 
the  district,  local  committees  endeavour  to  arrange  items 
of  varied  interest  such  as  will  render  village  life  more  attrac- 
tive. 

The  increase  of  motor  transport  during  the  last  few  years 
is  linking  up  the  villages  with  each  other  and  with  the  towns. 

The  advent  of  wireless  has  also  made  an  enormous  dif- 
ference. 


Vital  Statistics. 


There  were  ‘230  births  and  134  deaths  during  the  year. 
This  included  eight  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  old. 
If  we  take  the  population  as  13,001)  as  estimated  by  the  Reg- 
istrar (ieneral,  and  compare  them  with  similar  figures  for  the 
whole  country  we  get  the  following  result. 

1 1 i t oh  in  .11.  I ).  England 
and  Wales 

Birth-rate  (per  1000  living)  •••  17.4  18.3 

Death-rate  (per  1000  living)  ...  0.8  12.2 

Infant  mortality  (per  1000  horn)  ...  33.0  75 

This  is  a very  satisfactory  result  except  that  the  birth 
rate  is  lower  than  it  should  he. 


Causes  of  deaths. 

Whooping-cough,  1;  Influenza,  2;  Tuberculosis,  lungs, 
0,  other  kinds,  2;  Malignant  disease  18:  Heart  and  Vascular 
disease,  35;  Respiratory  disease,  14;  Infantile  diarrhoea,  1; 
Appendicitis,  3;  Puerperal  fever,  2:  Pre-natal  causes,  7: 
Other  causes,  30. 

There  is  still  of  course  room  for  improvement,  and  no 
doubt  lives  would  be  saved  if  medical  advice  was  sought  at 
an  earlier  stage  in  some  of  these  diseases. 

There  were  4 illegitimate  infants  born  and  no  deaths. 

Infectious  disease. 

The  following  were  notified: — Small-pox,  4;  Scarlet 
fever,  18,  Diphtheria,  1,  Erysipelas,  3. 

There  was  no  epidemic  during  the  year.  The  'Small- 
pox was  all  in  one  family.  The  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Small-pox  Hospital  at  Langley.  The  other  cases  were  all 
removed  promptly  to  the  Hitchin  Rural  arid  Letchworth  Lrban 
Joint  Hospital  and  no  deaths  occurred.  Diphtheria  cases  have 
been  very  few  during  Ihe  year.  There  were  a few  ret  urn  scar- 
let fever  patients  in  spite  of  precautions  being  taken  to  pre- 
vent them. 

'The  Isolation  Hospital  is  provided  with  a Motor 
Ambulance, 
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Public  Health  Officers. 

The  Office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  ap- 
pointment and  a whole  time  Sanitary  and  Food  Inspector  is 
appointed. 


The  District  is  a large  one  and  involves  much  travelling 
now  that  so  much  work  is  going  on.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
lias  used  his  own  car  for  the  work  though  he  receives  some 
travelling  allowance.  This  car  has  been  worn  out  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Council,  and  a motor  bicycle  is  not  sufficient  for 
the  arduous  duties  involved. 


School  Inspections. 

66 I Children  were  examined  during  the  year  and  the 
following  defects  found. 

Cnclean,  50;  Malnutrition,  70;  Bad  Teeth,  165;  Tonsils 
and  Adenoids,  287;  Defective  eyesight,  23;  Other  defects. 
168;  1 nvaccinated,  222. 

The  County  Council  provides  for  the  remedying  of  defects 
found  at  School,  and  this  service  is  gradually  improving, 
though  dental  service  is  still  not  sufficient.  The  Bed  Cross 
Society  provides  centres  for  physical  treatment,  and  provides 
an  excellent  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  give  advice  at  these  cen 
tres. 

The  County  Nursing  \ssociation  provides  Nurses  in  the 
villages  for  Maternity — child -welfare — and  School  work. 
These  Nurses  are  doing  excellent  work,  sometimes  under 
difficult  conditions,  and  it  would  he  well  if  the  people  in  the 
villages  would  remember  this  and  give  them  as  good  a time  as 
possible. 
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1.— statement  of  Orders  in  force  in  Hitchin  Rural  District 
Investing  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council  with  Urban 
Powers. 


Date  of 
Order 

Rural  District  or 
Contributory  Place 

Powers. 

25.2.1877 

Rural  District 

Public  Health  Act  1875,  Sec.  44, 
157  and  158. 

3.3,1906 

Rural  District 

Public 'Health  Act  1875,  Sec.  25. 

18.1.1911 

Codicote,  Graveley,  Gt. 

Public  Health  Act  1875,  Sec.  169 

Wymondley,  Ickleford, 
Kimpton,  Knebworth, 

Lilley.  Offlev,  St.  Pauls 
Walden. 

(2  and  3)  and  170. 

Public  Health  Act  1875,  (Amend- 
ment) Act  1890,  Sec.  29,  30  and  31 
[By  the  Rural  Districts 

(Slaughter  Houses)  Order  1924 
the  Council  have  LJrban  Powers 
under  these  sections  in  all  con- 
tributory places]. 

13.4.1912 

Knebworth. 

Private  Streets  Works  Act  1892, 
(except  sewering)  certain  streets 

21.4.1913 

13.4.1915 

Rural  District 

Codicote,  Graveley,  Gt. 
Wymondley,  Ickleford, 
Ippollitts,  Kimpton, 
King's  Walden,  Kneb- 
worth, Lilley,  Lt.  Wy- 
mondley, Offlev,  Pirton, 
St.  Pauls  Walden,  Wes- 
ton, William 

Public  Health  Act,  Sec.  160  (3) 

Public  Health  Act  1875,  Sec.  112, 
113  and  114. 

30.3.1920 

Rural  District 

For  the  notification  and  treat- 
ment of  Measles  and  German 
Measles  Regulation. 

2.6.1923 

Knebworth 

Public  Health  Act  1875,  Sec.  160 
as  to  naming  streets  and  num- 
bering houses. 

20.5.1925 

Willian 

Public  Health  Act  1875,  Sec.  165 
(1st  Para). 

31.7.1925 

Rural  District 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amend- 
ment) Act  1890,  Part  IV. 

9.11.1925 

Knebworth 

Private  Street  Works  Art  1892 
Whole  Act,  Westland  Road. 
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II.  Declaring  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend 
ment  Act  19Q7  to  be  in  force. 


10.6. 1915 


Rural  District 


10.6.1915  Kncbworth 

16.6.1915  Willian 

Codi  ote,  Graveley,  Gt. 
Wymondley,  I c:kleford, 
Ippoll  Its,  K i m p t o n, 
Kings  Walden,  Lilley, 
Pirton,  St.  Paul  Walden 
Lt.  Wymondley,  Offley, 
and  Wt  s on. 

5.11.1915  do. 

0.8.1921  Rural  District 

Adoptive  Acts  in  force. 


Infectious  Disease  Prevo 
Act. 


ion 


Sections  Declared  to  be  in  force 
Sees.  15,  10,  18,  20,  23,  24,  25,  30 
to  33.  Part  II. 

Sec.  34  to  38,  43  to  40  and  49. 
Part  III. 

Sec.  52  to  07.  Part  IV. 

Sec.  39 — 42 — 47,  48  and  51.  Part 
III. 

Sec.  39 — 42  and  51.  Part  III 


See.  51  Part  III. 


See.  51.  Confirming  Order 
Offensive  Trades  (additions  to) 

Sec.  95.  Part  X. 

All  sections  except  lf>, 

(re  Provision  of  tem- 
porary shelter). 


Public  Health  Act,  1925.  N eeessarv  action  lias  been  talo  n 
1o  [nil  into  operation  flic  following  Adoptive  Sections  in  the 
Rural  District. 

Part  II.  Sec.  20,  23,  25,  26,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32  and  33. 

Part  III.  ,,  36,  37,  38,  10,  41.  42  and  13. 

Part  IV.  ,,  45,  16,  -IT.  48,  49  and  50. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  apph  the  following  provisions  to  the  district. 

Part  II  See.  35. 

Part  ITT.  ,,  39  and  4 ! . 

Pari  V.  ,,  51  — 55  inclusive. 

The  confirming  Order  has  not  been  received. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  SURVEY  REPORT.  1920-5. 

Sanitary  Circumstances,  Water  Supplies. 

During  the  five  years  under  review  much  has  been  done 
to  improve  the  w utter  supply  of  the  District  in  regard  to  suffi- 
ciency and  quality. 

The  following  schedule  is  prepared  to  show:  — 

(a)  The  nature  and  source  of  supply  for  each  Parish  in 
1920. 

(b)  Improvements  and  extensions  carried  out. 

(c)  Special  observations,  if  any. 

(See  schedule). 


SCHEDULE-WATER  SUPPLIES 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  (continued)  III. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

Some  complaints  have  been  received  relative  to  the  con- 
dition of  (he  stream  or  ditch  at  the  north  of  Ickleford.  The 
overflow  from  the  sewage  settling  tanks  passes  info  this  ditch 
and  considerable  care  will  be  necessary  if  a nuisance  is  to  be 
avoided. 

The  effective  sanitation  of  the  village  of  Ickleford  is  ren- 
dered difficult  and  development  of  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood retarded  by  the  want  of  an  efficient  method  of  sewage 
disposal. 

At  Broom  Barn  in  the  parish  of  Shephall,  the  water 
course  from  Stevenage  to  Bragbury  End  is  impeded.  The 
provisions  of  Part  V of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  will  be 
useful  in  this  and  similar  cases. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

From  1920  to  1925  the  following  new  sewers  or  extensions 
to  existing  sewers,  have  been  provided  for  the  improved  san- 
itation of  the  district. 

Codicote. 

The  village  has  been  re-sewered  replacing  old  brick  sewers 
for  a considerable  distance. 

Extensions  north  to  the  housing  site,  and  more  recently 
a new  sewer  along  the  St.  Albans  Road. 

The  sewage  farm  is  situate  south  of  the  village. 

Ickleford. 

Extension  of  the  sewer  to  the  Bedford  Road,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  additional  settlement  tanks. 

Ippollitts. 

New  sewers  and  sewage  farm,  primarily  for  the  new 
bousing  scheme.  56  cottages,  later  extended  from  the  London 
Road  to  Lfosmore,  doing  away  with  an  old  foul  soak-away  pit, 
and  making  possible  the  effectual  drainage  of  this  area. 

Kimpton. 

Extension  of  the  sewer  to  the  West  End  of  the  village. 
This  has  made  possible  the  connecting  up  of  premises  the 
drainage  from  which  soaked  away  into  the  gravel  soil,  endan- 
gering the  water  supply  of  the  village. 

Knee  worth. 

Extension  of  sewer  from  Beard’s  End  to  Old  Knebworth. 
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Offley  (Cockernhoe  and  Mangrove). 

New  sewer  and  sewage  farm  for  t lie  effectual  drainage  of 
this  part  of  Offley  Parish,  with  hut  few  exceptions,  all  proper- 
ties have  been  connected  up. 

Pauls  Walden,  (Whitwell). 

Extension  of  sewer  to  the  Horn  Hill  Housing  site. 
Pirton. 

Extension  of  sewer  to,  and  provision  of  a new  sewage 
farm. 

Weston. 

Extension  of  sewer  and  provision  of  a small  outfall  works, 
taking  in  drainage  from  the  new  Housing 'Scheme. 

W I ELIAN. 

Extension  of  sewer  to  the  housing  site,  and  improved 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  effluent. 

As  a result  of  these  works  350  additional  properties  have 
been  connected  to  the  sewers  in  the  District. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  provision  of 
improved  closet  accommodation.  No  definite  policy  of  con- 
version to  the  ‘water  carriage'  system  (where  available)  has 
been  adopted.  ‘JO  privies  have  been  abolished.  Water 
closets  have  been  provided  to  replace  six  of  these,  and  ‘earth 
closets  (pails)  the  remainder. 

Conversion  from  the  ‘pail'  closet  to  the  water  carriage 
system  is  desirable  in  those  districts  where  the  land  available 
fur  sanitary  purposes  is  limited,  and  where  a sufficient  water 
supply  is  available  for  flushing.  In  this  connection  conver- 
sions might  with  advantage  be  undertaken  at  the  Council  Cot- 
tages, Willian  (12);  Cockernhoe,  (18);  ickleford,  (30);  and  b\ 
private  owners  at  K neb  worth,  Codicote,  and  Gosmore. 

Scavenging. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  in  the  Parish 
of  Kneh worth,  weekly. 

Following  numerous  complaints  received  as  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  rubbish,  tins,  etc.,  in  various  parts  of  the  district  ; 
and  requests  from  three  parish  councils  for  an  occasional  col- 
lection of  indcst ruct able  refuse,  consideration  has  been  given 
to  the  question  of  a ‘District’  scheme  of  refuse  removal. 
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With  the  continued  growth  of  the  District,  such  a scheme 
carefully  organised  and  supervised  would  mark  an  advance  in 
sanitary  progress. 

Regard  should  be  had  to  the  disposal  facilities,  and  the 
number  of  tips  kept  at  the  absolute  minimum. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area,  1925. 

Summary  of  Inspection1. 

No.  of  Inspections  Premises  inspected  for  defect 

under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Act  ... 

, , Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 

shops  ... 

,,  Slaughter  Houses  and  Food 

Stores 
Bakehouses 

,,  Factories  and  Workshops  ... 

,,  School  Premises 

,,  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

, Rooms  Disinfected  after  In- 

fectious Diseases 

Notices. 

Intimation  notices  served  ...  64  in  respect  of  130  Premises 

Statutory  notices  served  (general)  33  do.  do.  33  do. 

,,  ,,  ,,  (housing)  17  do.  do.  17  do. 

All  defects  found  wen*  remedied  after  notice. 

The  Statutory  notices  include:  — 

21  notices  to  connect  to  sewer — 10  complete  2 
in  hand. 

2 Premises  in  such  a state  to  he  a nuisance 
Abated. 

1 Overcrowding  Abated. 

0 under  Section  108  P.  IF.  A.  to  affix  a notice- 
All  notices  fixed. 

Premises  in  the  District  controlled  b\  Bye-laws  or  Reg- 
ulations include:  — 

(a)  1 Knackers  Yard  at  Ickleford. 

(b)  9 Slaughter  Houses. 

(c)  All  Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Premises. 

The  Knackers  Yard  is  well  kept  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received. 

Schools. 

Attention  is  given  to  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  the 
25  elementary  schools  in  the  district. 


912 

356 

550 

64 

84 

25 

150 

86 
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At  Kimpton  School  an  offensive  dumb-well  has  been 
emptied,  cleansed  and  tilled  in,  and  the  premises  connected 
up  to  the  public  sewer. 

At  Codicote  the  sanitnn  arrangements  were  found  unsat  is 
factory.  Following  communications  and  an  interview  with 
the  managers,  the  Council  agreed  to  extend  the  sewer  from  the 
High  Street  to  the* School  boundary,  the  .Managers  deciding 
to  install  a complete  up-to-date  sanitary  system  and  connect 
to  the  sewer.  The  completion  of  this  work  will  mark  a fur- 
ther advance  in  sanitary  progress  at  Codicote. 

Housing. 

While  much  consideration  has  been  given  to  and  definite 
advance  made  in,  Sanitary  matters  respecting  sewerage  and 
water  supplies  of  the  district,  the  outstanding  feature  of  the 
period  under  review  is  the  decided  improvement  in  housing 
conditions  in  the  Rural  Area. 

In  January,  1920,  the  Council  undertook  a complete  sur- 
vey of  the  Housing  conditions  of  the  district.  For  this  pur 
pose  a special  inspector  was  appointed.  Inspections  pro- 
ceeded constantly  up  to  the  end  of  February,  1921,  when  a 
summary  was  submitted  to  the  Council  showing  the  conditions 
in  each  parish. 

SCHEDULE  (1).  INSPECTION  etc. 


Parish 

No  of  Dwell- 
ing Houses 
Inspected 

Reported  as 
Unfit  for 
Habitation- 

Reported  Be- 
low a Rea- 
sonable 
Standard . 

Cases  of 
Over- 
crowding 
Reported. 

No  of 
New 
Cottages 
Proposed 

Bygrave 

14 

— 

4 

l 

6 

Caldecote 

6 

— 

— 

i 

— 

Clothall 

52 

9 

1 1 

— 

6 

( 'odicote 

240 

27 

97 

34 

52 

Gravele\ 

70 

1 1 

20 

4 

12 

11 ex ton 

39 

10 

0 

4 

— 

1 1 dwell 

41 

l 

1 3 

6 

6 

I ekleford 

13(5 

21 

45 

17 

30 

1 ppollitt  s 

1(59 

12 

120 

13 

56 

Kimpton 

192 

25 

42 

12 

18 

Kings  Walden 

242 

14 

79 

15 

14 

K neb  worth 

215 

8 

23 

14 

26 

Langley 

26 

2 

9 

— 

— 

Lillev 

96 

11 

44 

10 

12 
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Reported  Be  Cases  of  No.  of 
No.  of  Dwell-  Reported  as  low  a Rea  Over-  New 


Parish 

ing  Houses 

Unfit  for 

sonable 

crowding 

Cottages 

Inspected . 

Habitation. 

Standard 

I\i  ported. 

ProposFf 

Newnham 

23 

5 

u 

2 

12 

( )ffle\ 

205 

41 

27 

16 

36 

Pauls  Walden 

108 

39 

41 

13 

32 

Pirton 

182 

10 

83 

24 

30 

Preston 

56 

12 

15 

2 

14 

11  ad  well 

13 

— 

7 

— 

6 

Shephall 

30 

4 

14 

1 

4 

Weston 

171 

30 

72 

22 

28 

Willian 

32 

— 

8 

l 

12 

Wymondley  G 

t.  79 

8 

25 

o 

12 

Wymondley  L 

t.  57 

11 

34 

14 

26 

2,563 

320 

850 

228 

450 

Housing. 

The  total 

number  of 

inhabited 

houses  in 

the  distr 

ict  in 

1021  (Tensas  return)  3,123. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  represents  82.07 
of  the  inhabited  houses  in  the  Area. 

The  survey  proved  conclusively  the  need  for  improved 
and  additional  housing  accommodatoin  and  justified  the 
activities  of  the  Council  in  that  direction. 

Under  the  1910  Act  the  Council  acquired  land  for  the 
erection  of  450  Cottages  and  plans  and  layouts  were  ap- 
proved for  400,  building  operations  commenced  early  in  1020 
and  continued  until  the  end  of  1022.  The  first  cottages  were 
ready  for  occupation  in  December  1920. 

The  following  table  shows 

(a)  The  position  and  number  of  Council  Houses  erected. 

(b)  The  net  rent  in  each  case.  (Rates  are  collected 
weekly  in  addition). 

(c)  Number  of  new  cottages  Non-Parlour  type,  erected 
under  the  1023  Act. 

(d)  Number  of  new  cottages  (Non-Parlour  type)  in  course 
of  construction  or  proposed  under  the  1924  Housing 
(Financial  Provisions)  Vet  . 

(e)  Proposed  net  rents. 


SCHEDULE.  New  Houses  Erected  or  in  Course 

of  Erection  by  the  H.R.D.C. 


Parish  Position 

Bygrave,  village 
Caldecote 

Clothall,  I tickmans  1 1 ill 
Codicote,  Hitehin  Road 

Gravelev,  Top  of  Oak  Lane 


Hexton 

Hoi  well,  village 
lekleford,  Bedford  Rd.  and 
leknield  Way. 

Ippollitts 

Kimpton  Village  12 

,,  Peters  Green  (5  i 

Kings  Walden,  Breachwood 
Green  Heath 

Knebworth,  (Old)  18  ) 

,,  Broadwater  8 

Langley 

Lillev,  The  Pond  Farm 
Newnham,  Village 
Offley  Village  12  | 

,,  Cockernhoe  18  , 

,,  Tea  Green  6 I 

Pauls  Walden  8 i 

Whitwell  24  1 

Pirton,  West  Lane 
Preston,  Chequers  Lane 
Radwell,  village 
Shephall,  village 
Weston,  Hitehin  Rd.  16  i 

,,  Halls  Green  4 
Willian,  Baldock  Rd. 
Wymondlev  Gt.,  village 

Wymondley  Lt.,  village 
Totals 


Housing 
(Financial 
Provisions! 
Act  1024. 
Proposed 
or  in 


Assisted 

i lousing 

Course  Proposed 

Scheme 

Rent 

1 1 t.  1923 

of  Erection  Rent 

6 

5/6 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

(i 

5 6 

— 

— — 

20 

7/0 

6 5/6 

G 5/4 

12 

6/0 

Agricultural 

6 7/1 

Non-Agricultural 
Built  over  boundary 
in  Gt.  Wyniondley 

(i 

6/0 

— 

— — 

30 

6 6 

— 

8 7/1 

50 

8/0 

Non-Atf  ricuHural 

16  5/4 

1 12 

7/0 

Agricultural 
8 5/4 

18 

1 6 

6/6 

Agricultural 

14 

7/0 

— 

— — 

1 18 

8/0 



25  7/1 

28 

l 8 

6/6 

_ 

No"  \gricultura) 

0 5 / 4 

Agricultural 

12 

6/6 

— 

— — 

s 

5/6 

— 

— — 

1 

6/0 

— 

— — 

36 

6 6 

— 

— — 

1 

6 0 

— 

— — 

32  I 
( 

5/6 

— 

6 5/4 

Agricultural 

30 

7/0 

— 

— — 

10 

6/6 

— 

— — 

6 

5/6 

— 

— — 

4 

5/6 

— 

— — 

20  | 

| 

6/0 

— 

8 5/4 

Agri  ultural 

12 

8/0 

— 

— — 

12 

7 0 

— 

— — 

12 

6/6 

Non  Agricultural 

6 7/1 

Average  Ni  t 

Average  Net 

400  . 

Rent 

5/11. 

5 6 

Rent 

05  0/3.4 

1926  Programme 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  in  addition 
to  the  programme  under  the  Housing  (Assisted)  Scheme,  the 
Council  has  endeavoured  to  encourage  private  enterprise.  To 
this  end  advantage  has  been  taken  of  every  facility  offered  by 
the  Governments  of  the  various  periods,  tTiese  include 

(a)  Subsidies  under  the  Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act 
1919.  A lump  sum  not  exceeding  £260  per  house. 

(b)  Subsidies  under  the  Housing  Act,  1923. 

To  the  Government’s  ^£'6  per  annum  for  20  years  the 
Council  add  the  sum  of  £2  per  annum  for  20  years. 
The  Subsidy  is  paid  in  half  yearly  instalments  of  £4 
to  the  owner. 

(e)  Subsidies  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Act,  1924.  For  each  cottage  subject  to  special  condi- 
tions the  Government  allow:  — 

£12  10/-  per  annum  for  40  years  in  agricultural  parishes 
£9  per  annum  for  40  years  in  non-agrieultural  parishes. 
The  Council  add  a further  £2  10/-  to  these  amounts 
making : — 

;£/15  per  Annum  for  40  years  in  Agricultural  Parishes 
and  £11  10/-  per  annum  for  40  years  in  non-agncul- 
tural  parishes. 

There  are  four  Xon- Agricultural  parishes  in  the  district 
viz  : Ickleford,  Kneb worth,  Great  Wymondlev  and  Lt. 
Wvmondley. 

The  needs  of  the  district  are  not  yet  satisfied  and  I trust 
the  Council  will  continue  to  take  the  fullest  possible  advan- 
tage of  every  facility  within  reason  to  further  this  end. 

I would  add  a word  of  commendation  in  regard  to  the 
type  of  cottage  now  being  provided  by  the  Council  under  the 
“1924  Scheme.”  Faced  with  the  question  of  comparative 
costs  your  Surveyor,  Air.  J.  ('.  Hooper,  has  designed  a cottage 
at  an  average  cost  of  £440  10/-  excluding  land,  containing 
three  good  sleeping  rooms,  a large  living  room,  and  a kitchen- 
scullery  complete  with  bathroom,  hot  water  for  which  is  pro- 
vided from  a portable  copper.  Each  cottage  is  to  have  an  out- 
side barn. 

That  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  is  one  of  the  best 
Rural  'Schemes  in  the  country  is  a statement  made  by  many 
and  confirmed  by  no  less  an  authority  than  Sir  Theodore 
Chambers,  Chairman  of  the  ATinistn  of  Health  Appeals  Tri- 
bunal. The  “1924”  cottages,  while  costing  less  than  half  as 
compared  with  the  “Assisted”  Scheme,  are  pleasing  in  appear- 
ance, provide  useful  accommodation,  and  will  prove  a worthy 
contribution  toward  the  fulfilment  of  the  Council’s  ideal, 
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SCHEDULE  (2).  HOUSING. 

New  Dwelling  Houses  Erected  1920-5. 


Parish 


County 

Council 

Small 

Hold- 

ings. 


By  Dis- 
trict 
Council 
Assis- 
ted 

Scheme. 


BY 

With- 

out 

Assis- 

tance. 


PRIVATE 
Housing 
(Addition- 
al Powers) 
Act,  1919 
Subsidy. 


ENTERPRISE 


Housing 

Act. 

1923. 

Subsidy 


Housing 
t Financial 
Provisions) 

Act,  1924, 
Subsidy  Total 


Bvgrave 

12 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

( ’aldecote 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clot  ha  11 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

( iodicote 

— 

32 

25 

3 

6 

4 

76 

0 (1923) 

(Iravelev 

— 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

1 I ext on 

— 

— 

4 

0 

— 

— 

10 

Holwell 

1 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ickleford 

10 

30 

2 

— 

2 

— 

44 

Ippollitts 

— 

50 

f) 

1 

1 

— 

63 

K impton 

— 

18 

2 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Kings  Walden 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Kneb  worth 

— 

20 

55 

20 

25 

— 

120 

Langley 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 alley 

— 

12 

i 

o 

— r- 

— 

15 

Newnham 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

( )fflev 

1 

30 

4 

— 

— 

— 

41 

Pauls  Walden 

— 

32 

n 

i 

— 

— 

— 

39 

Pirton 

— 

30 

2 

2 

— 

2 

36 

Preston 

— 

10 

3 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Padwell 

— 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Shephall 

— 

4 

6 

— 

0 

— 

10 

Weston 

— 

20 

3 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Will  i an 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Wvmondlev  fit. 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Wymondlev  Lt. 

— 

12 

1 

— 

2 

— 

15 

Totals 

30 

400 

122 

34 

42 

8 

042 

No.  of  Dwelling 

I louses  in  the 

District  (Census 

1 Q9 1 i 

3123 

No.  of  new  Dwelling 

Houses 

erected 

1921 

— 

Dec.  1925 

042 

No.  of  Dwelling 

Mouses  Demolished 

as  r 

nfit 

r-rr 
i 1 

Net  increase 


Total  Dwelling  Houses  Dec.  1925 


505 


565 


3688 


The  above  table  has  been  compiled  with  the  help  of  Mr. 
T.  ('.  Hooper,  Surveyor, 
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Concurrently  with  the.  provision  of  these  new  cottages 
action  was  taken  to  improve  the  existing  accommodation. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  and  sealed  in  respect  of  201 
of  the  worst  of  the  320  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation,  the 
object  being  to  remove  those  premises  which  by  reason  of  age 
and  for  serious  dilapidations  and  defects,  were  beyond  reason- 
able repair,  also  to  bring  up  to  a reasonable  standard  those 
capable  of  being  so  dealt  with,  the  result  so  far  has  been  that 
of  the  201,  77  have  been  demolished  and  51  repaired  and  the 
Closing  Orders  determined. 

During  the  years  1024  and  1025,  a considerable  amount  of 
repair  work  was  undertaken  by  estate  owners  in  the  district 
and  many  cottages  brought  up  to  a reasonable  standard. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  who  has  kept  in  touch  with  the 
owners  by  correspondence  or  interview  has  been  able  to 
suggest,  and  later  to  see  carried  out,  many  improvements 
which  are  not  reported  to  you  as  no  statutory  action  has  been 
necessary. 

A review  of  the  action  taken  is  set  out  in  the  following 
table. 


SCHEDULE.  Review  of  Action  Taken  in  Respect 

to  Unfit  Cottages. 


Parish 

No.  of 

Closing  Orders 

No.  of 

Dem.  Orders 

Cottnges 

After 

Demolished 

Without 

Closing  or 
Dein.  Orders 

By  grave 

Made. 

Made. 

Order 

Order. 

Determined 

( 'aldeeote 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( ’lothall 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

( 'odicote 

24 

5 

2 

3 

14 

( Iraveley 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hexton 

12 

— 

— 

8 

— 

11  ol  well 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ickleford 

22 

6 

6 

7 

2 

Ippol  lifts 

16 

4 

2 

2 

6* 

K impton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

K ings  Walden 

n 

( 

1 

1 

1 

1 

K neb  worth 

6 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Bangley 

o 

— 

— 

2 

— 

I alley  ' 

10 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Xewnham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( )ffle\ 

19 

3 

3 

5 

4 

Pauls  Walden 

15 

— 

— 

— 

6 

24 


No  of 

No.  of 

Cottages  Demolished 

Closing  or 

Parish  Closing  Orders 

Deni.  Orders  after  Without  I)eui.  Orders 

Made. 

Made 

Order.  Order 

1 )e  termined 

Pirton 

9 

6 

5 2 



Preston 

5 

— 

— 5 



Pad  we  11 

— 

— 



Shephall 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Weston 

30 

4 

4 10 

i 

Wi  Ilian 

— 

— 





Wvmondley  Gt. 

— 

— 





Wvmondlev  Lt. 

14 

4 

1 3 

2 

Totals 

201 

37 

38  49 

51 

Summary. 

Closing  Orders  ... 

201 

Demolition  Orders 

37 

Less  Demolition 

37 

Demolished 

28 

104 

9 

Less  Demolished 

Repaired  and  De- 

without  D.O. 

49 

termined  

2 

115 

IT 

i 

Repaired  and  C’los- 

Orders  Quashed  bv 

ing  Order  deter- 

Ministry  of  Health 

3 

mined  

49 

— 

Demolition  Orders 

00 

Operative  Dec.,  1 92f 

i 4 

Less  Orders  in 

— 

Obevance  

18 

Operative  Dec*. , 1025  48 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1025. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 

(h)  ).  ...  ' TO 

( 1 > ) With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority.  •••  •••  0 

(ii)  P>v  other  bodies  or  persons.  ...  ...  •••  SO 

I.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection  (I)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in- 
spected For  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Vets).  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  912 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspec- 

ted and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1010,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1025.  ...  ...  26 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  ...  ...  7 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
riot  to  be  iu  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  ...  • ••  ...  ...  10 

Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers. 

(a)  Of  the  19  in  sub  section  4 above  ...  13 

From  previous  years  Inspections  •••  31  44 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  192 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  •••  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners.  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  inten- 
tion to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

B -Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied.  ...  33 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners.  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 


Housing  Act,  1D25.  ('losing  Orders  Operative 


■Jan. 

1925.  

79 

(1) 

Number  of  representations  made  with  a view 
to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders. 

7 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

7 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit.  . .. 

i 

u> 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  Operative  Jan. 
1925.  

10 

(5) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

0 

((>) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders. 

0 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies. 

Mii.k  SriU'Lins. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  90 
premises  registered  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Order  1922. 


SCHEDULE  Premises  Registered  under  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  & Milkshops  Order  to  Dec.  1925. 


Parish 

Parish 

By  grave  

...  3 

Preston  

1 

Caldecote  

. . . — 

Had  well  

— 

Clothall  

...  2 

Shephall  

o 

Codicote  

...  8 

Weston  

4 

( Jraveley  

2 

Wi  Ilian  

1 

ITexton  

...  2 

Wymondley  ( i 1 . 

1 

Mol  well  

...  2 

WymondTey  Lt. 

.* ) 

Ickleford  

...  7 

— 

Jppollitts  

...  10 

Totals  

90 

Kimpton  

...  9 

Kings  Walden  ••• 

2 

Summary. 

Knebworth 

...  7 

Producers  and  Whole- 

Hanglev   

...  1 

sale  Traders  (only) 

36 

1 alley  

...  3 

I’rodueers  and  Retail 

Newnham  

...  — 

Purveyors  

43 

Off  ley  

...  7 

Retail  Purveyors  only 

11 

Pauls  Walden  ••• 

...  6 

Pirton  

...  4 

90 

Two  producers  are  licensed  under  the  Milk  (Special  Des- 
ignations) Order,  1923,  for  the  production  of  Grade  A (Tuber- 
culin Tested)  Milk.  The  required  tests  are  made  and  samples 
for  bacteriological  examination  taken  by  the  County  Council 
officials.  Samples  of  milk  for  chemical  analysis,  as  also  sam- 
ples of  other  food  stuffs,  are  taken  by  the  County  Council 
Officials,  the  Rural  District  Council  not  being  a Local  Author- 
ity under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Special  care  is 
taken  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  ensure  that  the  conditions 
under  which  milk  is  produced  are  suitable,  t’nexpected  visits 
are  made  and  any  unsatisfactory  conditions  noted  are  imme- 
diately brought  to  the  notice  of  the  producer. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  to  refuse  registration  to  a 
retail  purveyor  or  to  take  action  to  remove  a retail  purveyor 
from  the  register. 

Producers  with  but  few  exceptions  receive  favourably 
suggestions  for  improved  conditions  either  of  premises  or 
methods  and  notable  improvements  are  effected  without  re- 
course to  statutory  powers. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  The  Clean  Milk  Society,  The  Milk  Recording 
Societies  and  The  Farmers  Fnion  unceasingly  stress  the  im- 
portance of  clean  milk  production.  Given  a healthy  herd 
the  milk  is  at  its  best  when  it  leaves  the  cow,  so  that  the 
most  careful  straining  with  the  best  of  strainers  is  only  neces- 
sary to  remove  foreign  particles  of  dust  and  dirt  added  to  the 
milk  in  the  process  of  milking.  With  (dean  cows,  udders 
washed,  hairs  clipped  and  flanks  cleaned,  clean  cowsheds 
(floors, walls  and  ceilings)  (dean  utensils  and  last  but  not  least  a 
clean  milker,  the  risk  of  contamination  at  the  source  is  re- 
duced to  a minimum. 


Public  Health  Meat  Regulations. 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  April  1st,  1925  and 
a review  of  the  effect  of  the  operation  of  the  Regulations  is 
possible. 

550  visits  to  the  nine  Slaughter  Flouses  in  the  district. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  premises  have  been  a special  con- 
sideration and  an  improvement  in  this  respect  has  been  made. 
No  action  for  a breach  of  the  Regulatiions  has  been  taken. 
Warnings  have  been  given  in  a few  cases  and  the  Regulations 
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observed  forthwith;  the  average  number  of  animals  killed  for 
human  consumption  each  week  is:  — 

16  Beasts — including  Calves. 

36  Sheep 
46  Pigs 
for  the  year 
832  Beasts 
1872  Sheep 
2392  Pigs 


5096  animals  killed  during  the  year. 


Of  this  number  approximately  50  per  cent,  to  60  per  cent, 
were  examined  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

78  stone  of  Pork 
47  ,,  Mutton 

89  ,,  Beef 

1 19  lbs  of  edible  offal  were  found  to  be  diseased 
unsound  or  unfit  for  food,  this  included  3 whole  pig  carcases 
and  1 beast  affected  with  generalized  tuberculosis. 

All  the  above  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

I would  however  express  my  appreciation  of  the  ready 
co-operation  of  the  meat  traders  in  the  District  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  these  Regulations. 

Notifications  have  been  given  of  suspected  diseased  or  un 
sound  meat  during  the  year. 

Two  old  registered  slaughter  houses  have  gone  out  of 
use  and  were  removed  from  the  register. 

Notices  were  fixed  to  the  7 registered  and  2 licensed 
slaughter-houses  as  required  by  the  Public  Health  Act. 


Registered 

In  1920 

9 

In  January  1925 

9 

In  December  1925 

7 

Licensed 

2 

2 

2 

Total 

11 

11 

9 

— 

— 

— 

In  conclusion  I would  express  appreciation  for  the  splen- 
did service  rendered  b.\  all  who  have  contributed  to  the  ex- 
cellent progress  shown  in  this  report  and  for  the  unfailing 
courtesv  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Councillors  and 
the  Officials,  Mr.  A.  E.  Passingham,  Clerk,  Mr.  J.  C.  Hooper, 
Surveyor,  and  Mr.  S.  '1'.  Gunning,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

N.  Macfadyen,  M.O.n. 


